
 

 

 

 
 

Decriminalization of Minor Offenses in State of Goa 

In a groundbreaking effort to reduce the compliance burden on businesses and citizens, the State of Goa 

has taken a significant step forward by decriminalizing 59 minor criminal offenses across 29 Acts and 

Rules. This reform marks a first-of-its-kind initiative in the State, aimed at fostering a more business-

friendly environment and reducing unnecessary legal hurdles for individuals and enterprises alike. By 

addressing these minor infractions, the Government seeks to alleviate the stress of criminal penalties 

for actions that can instead be addressed through alternative mechanisms such as fines or warnings. 

This ambitious initiative required an extraordinary level of coordination and collaboration among 

various arms of the Government. A total of 18 Departments, Directorates, and Corporations came 

together to identify and propose amendments to outdated or overly stringent laws. Their concerted 

efforts ensured that the amendments were drafted, reviewed, and finalized in record time. The swift 

action underscores the State’s commitment to modernizing its regulatory framework and aligning with 

contemporary governance practices. 

The Cabinet played a pivotal role in this transformative process. In just two sittings, the proposed 

amendments were thoroughly deliberated upon and unanimously approved. This swift and decisive 

action demonstrates the Government’s resolve to prioritize the ease of doing business and simplify 

interactions between citizens and the State. The decriminalization effort sends a clear message: Goa is 

committed to reducing unnecessary regulatory bottlenecks, enhancing transparency, and fostering trust 

between the administration and the public. 

The reform is expected to have far-reaching positive impacts. Businesses will benefit from reduced risks 

and operational uncertainties, encouraging investments and economic growth. At the same time, citizens 

will experience less fear of punitive measures for minor infractions, promoting a sense of fairness and 

justice. By decriminalizing these offenses, Goa is setting a progressive example for other States to 

follow, showcasing how governance can evolve to meet the needs of a modern society. 

This exercise highlights the State’s forward-thinking approach and its dedication to creating a more 

equitable and supportive environment for all stakeholders. Through these efforts, Goa continues to pave 

the way for innovation and progress in governance. 

 


